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COME BACK HOME, MINISTER TELLS ZAMBIANS IN THE DIASPORA
Commerce, Trade and Industry Minister, Bob Sichinga, has appealed to Zambians in the Diaspora to return home and help develop the country.

Addressing Zambians at the Zambia High Commission Chancery in London on Saturday evening, December 3, 2011, Mr. Sichinga said it was the responsibility of every Zambian to develop the country. He said the country cannot continue to depend on expatriates to work in hospitals and other sectors of the economy when it had qualified and skilled citizens who have chosen to live in foreign countries.

Mr. Sichinga, who was flanked by Zambia’s High Commissioner to the United Kingdom Professor Royson Mukwena, PF UK chairman Aaron Zulu and Counsellor in charge of economic affairs at the Zambia High Commission Ikayi Mushinge, told the capacity audience that Zambians in Diaspora were partly to blame for the poor state of the Zambian economy because most of them had chosen to stay away from participating in national development activities taking place back home. He warned that should Zambians continue to stay away the country will continue to lag behind in development.  

“You cannot remain here and expect foreigners to develop your country. It doesn’t happen that way. No country has ever been developed by foreigners. If you remain here- who do you think will develop your country? I think Zambians in the Diaspora are expecting too much. Its time you came back home and be part to the rebuilding of your country,” Mr. Sichinga said.

The Minister told his audience that President Michael Sata was a hardworking man who wanted to serve the people of Zambia equally regardless of their tribe, religion or province they hailed from. He said the President had also instructed his Ministers to go out across the country and serve all Zambians without discrimination.

Mr. Sichinga said the PF government was changing the course of doing business by putting national interest first and will ensure a stable economy, good environment for doing businesses and above all, creating jobs for the youths. He said the policies of the PF government are designed to revitalise the economy in a manner that benefits trickled down to the poor across the country. The PF government will not seek to duck responsibility by shifting blame but continue to implement economic policies and fiscal strategy in order to alleviate the suffering experienced by the majority of Zambians, Mr. Sichinga said.  

He said President Sata was concerned at the high unemployment rate and increase in corruption cases and hence, the vow by the PF government to ensure that no stone remained unturned to reverse the negative trends that could lead into having an economy that benefits a few at the expense of majority of Zambians.
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Mr. Sichinga said the PF government wanted to manage an economy that will bring about accessibility to national resources, improvement to education standards, real growth in agriculture and general progress in other sectors of the economy.  

“We are not in government to destroy the country. We are in government to build Zambia. This is why we are honouring the previous government’s commitments in terms of projects that our colleagues had entered into, such as roads,” Mr. Sichinga said.

The Minister made it clear that the government will continue supporting growth by encouraging low bank interest rates to enable many Zambians to borrow and start business in order to sustain their families. Mr. Sichinga also announced temporal suspension of the Citizens Economic Empowerment Commission (CEEC) activities and harmonisation of the Zambia Development Agency (ZDA) to ensure that the organisations benefit the intended categories of the Zambian people.

“The PF government’s desire is to improve the lives of all Zambians. We will establish one-stop-shop in all the 10 provinces of the country to expedite the process of registering a company. The first of such one –stop –shops has already opened its door to the public in Lusaka,” he said.

On the dual citizenship, Mr. Sichinga said a team of experts appointed by the President will determine whether to retain the proposal for dual citizenship or to refer it to other relevant constitutional mechanism for determination.

Meanwhile, Mr. Sichinga on December 2, 2011, held discussions with officials of the Commonwealth Development Corporation (CDC), Cluff Mining Africa and the Commonwealth Business Council (CBC) to discuss CDC’s prospects for investing in Zambia. The CDC is not a new investor to Zambia and is exploring further options for re-entering the Zambian market while Cluff Mining Africa is already investing in the mining sector in Zambia and is seeking to broaden its investment in the country.  

Later the Minister and CBC Managing Director, Gregory Mackinnon, exchanged notes on CBC’s plan to assist Zambia secure Foreign Direct Investment (FDI).  Zambia’s High Commissioner to the United Kingdom, Prof. Royson Mukwena was also present at the talks.  

In the past, the CBC has organised investment fora for Zambia and has indicated willingness in arranging a similar forum in 2012. The CBC is an initiative of the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) to coordinate investment issues.   
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