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THE ALL PARTY PARLIAMENTARY GROUP FOR ZAMBIA:  A MILESTONE TOWARDS ENHANCING THE RELATIONS BETWEEN ZAMBIA AND THE UNITED KINGDOM.

Out-going Zambia’s High Commissioner to the United Kingdom, Professor Royson Mukwena, has hailed the creation of the All Party Parliamentary Group for Zambia by British Members of Parliament (MPs) as a milestone towards enhancing the relations between Zambia and the United Kingdom.

Speaking at the official launch of the APPG at the British Parliament yesterday, 17 October 2011, Prof. Mukwena said the APPG for Zambia and Malawi will ensure regular networking among government leaders of both countries for the purpose of preserving consistent and sustainable mutual cooperation. High Commissioner Mukwena spoke of the close ties between Zambia and the United Kingdom, and the Zambia High Commission’s intention to improve trading links between the two countries.  

“It is expected that with the launch of the Group, MPs of the two houses of parliament through their various engagements will be able to generate interest and understanding on issues pertaining to political and socio-economic developments in the two countries,” he told the gathering that included new British High Commissioner to Zambia His Excellency James Thornton, APPG Co-chair, Lord Skelmersdale, British MPs and Lords and a cross section of Zambians living in the United Kingdom.

The group will act as a medium for knowledge exchange, capacity building in critical governance skills,  vehicle for development, peace building and as an opportunity for interaction for the purpose of prescribing ideal solutions for challenges facing the two countries. The group will further articulate issues pertaining to the two countries at various fora thereby providing an opportunity for others within the UK to change their perception of Zambia and create a more objective prospect for constructive engagement and criticism that helps to improve the way of life within the given environment. 

“Your membership is voluntary and purely out of personal conviction and the love of our countries. I cannot therefore find appropriate words to describe this gesture of finding time out of your busy schedules for our sake”, Prof. Mukwena thanked APPG members. 

Prof. Mukwena told the audience that the launch of the APPG could not have come at a better time than now when the President, His Excellency Mr. Michael Chilufya Sata appealed for increased cooperation and investment between Zambia and the United Kingdom as well as the West in general.   

“The President took office on 23rd September 2011 and is undertaking a number of policy reforms on which the country will need support such as delivering of the new constitution, public sector reform, service delivery, governance, the fight against corruption and the economy in general among others,” he said. 

The launch of the All Party Parliamentary Group for Zambia and Malawi was followed by an informal networking session, and was enjoyed by the Parliamentarians present, and by the large contingent of Zambians both from the High Commission, and a number working in England.

Co- Chairman Lord Skelmersdale, a Conservative Party Member of the House of Lords was happy that Zambians had welcomed the creation of a Group that intends to raise awareness of Zambia in the UK Parliament. Lord Skelmersdale and Tom Greatrex MP will co-chair the group, with Lord Skelmersdale taking responsibilities on Zambia.

Meanwhile, Mr. Thornton said that he was delighted to have been appointed new United Kingdom High Commissioner to Zambia. He hailed Zambia for peaceful transfer of power and pledged to further deepen the existing relations between Zambia and the United Kingdom.  

“Through the transfer of power as a result of the elections in Zambia, Zambia has shown Africa and the world the power of democracy through the transfer of power following the result of the elections last month”, High Commissioner designate Thornton said.





Notes to Editors

· An All-party Parliamentary Group is a grouping in the UK Parliament composed of politicians from all political parties 

· New British High Commissioner to Zambia, His Excellency Mr. James Sebastian Thornton.  Mr. Thornton will take up his appointment in January 2012.He joined the FCO in 1989 and has held a wide range of positions in London and overseas. Previous Africa experience includes being Deputy Ambassador in Cote d’Ivoire and as Deputy Head of the joint FCO/DFID Sudan Unit in London. His most recent posting was as the UK’s Deputy Permanent Representative to the OECD in Paris.
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